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Americus Garden
Inn
Recognized for charm, elegance and delectable baked
goods
Genie Collins

AMERICUS — What do you get when you combine Southern charm and elegance with delectable
baked sweets and a little bit of history?

Why, the Americus Garden Inn, of course.

Located on Reese Street in Rees Park, the bed and breakfast has just been named one of Trip
Advisor’s Top 10 Inns & B&Bs; in the U.S. Co-owner Kim Egleseer said he and wife Susan were
“flabbergasted. We never thought we’d be in the U.S. Top 10.”

“It was really a shocker,” Kim Egleseer added.

“To receive it for two years ... is phenomenal,” Susan Egleseer added.

Kim Egleseer gave the newspaper a little bit of background on Trip Advisor. 

“This Website allows travelers to post online reviews for properties they have stayed at,” Kim
Egleseer said. 

He said this is opposed to inspections by organizations such as AAA, who have objective standards
for judging every facility. He added that the subjective-ness of Trip Advisor may indicate negative;
however, he added the reviews are “more meaningful and valid.”

“It’s not just once a year, but it’s consistent,” Kim Egleseer said. “It allows travelers to give their
impressions ... It’s experiential versus inspection.”

Susan Egleseer explained that whether certain accommodations are appropriate depends on the
purpose of the traveler’s visit.

“If you’re looking to hit a bed, then the Days Inn might be just fine,” she said. 

“Our accommodations are not for everyone,” Kim Egleseer said. 

“There is niche of people looking for something different, and of course, the whole historic nature
is appealing,” Susan Egleseer added. 

The house which contains the Americus Garden Inn was built around 1850. 

Kim Egleseer explained that the bulk of travelers to his bed and breakfast are “leisure travelers.
They’re looking to get away.”

He said these travelers fall into four subgroups of tourists, couples wanting couple time, special
occasions and women’s groups. Actually, Susan Egleseer added this group, but her husband said
he tries to probe the male guests to see if they are comfortable, and he said “by and large,” they
are.

“We try to make it comfortable for everyone,” Kim Egleseer said. “We try to make it comfortably
elegant.” In other words, the furniture is nice, but not so elegant guests can’t sit on it.

“A bed and breakfast is more personal,” Kim Egleseer said. “It’s different from a hotel, in that ...
we are located in a residential neighborhood, and in the historic district.”

Also, in a bed and breakfast, the innkeepers live at the facility, and there are limits on the number
of guests who can stay. Also, there are no strangers wandering the halls.

For any traveler looking for a good breakfast, the breakfasts at the Americus Garden Inn may be
just what they are looking for. Susan Egleseer is an avid baker, who makes everything from
chocolate biscotti to Molten Cake with silky white chocolate orange cream. She also does pies,
because she placed last November in one of the recipe contests held at the Georgia Pecan Festival.

Guests going to the Trip Advisor Website have even commented on Susan Egleseer’ baked
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Special BOE election set for
March 18
January 28, 2014

Winter weather
Preparations were being made
Monday and Tuesday as this area of the state,
along with others, were under a winter weather
warning. The National Weather Service (NWS)
at Peachtree City was predicting freezing rain
and sleet beginning in this area Tuesday
afternoon with a strong possibility of snow after
midnight.

January 28, 2014 1 Photo

Triwood Inc. to add 15 new jobs
The Americus-Sumter County Payroll
Development Authority (PDA) joined with
Triwood Inc. on Monday to announce the
creation of new jobs for Americus and Sumter
County.

January 28, 2014 3 Photos

Public invited to celebrate
Presidents’ Day with Carters
What better way to celebrate
Presidents’ Day than a visit from a
former President and First Lady of the United
States?

January 28, 2014 1 Photo

Transportation

January 29, 2014 1 Photo

Staley Middle School holds Fifth-
Grade Career Day
Fifth graders at Staley Middle School
were privileged to learn about a variety of
careers during Career Day held recently.

January 29, 2014 2 Photos

Roller coasters

January 29, 2014 1 Photo

Sumter sheriff gives update
January 29, 2014

Winter weather warning still in effect until
1 p.m. Wednesday
January 29, 2014

Get geared up for Great Backyard Bird
Count!
From Afghanistan to Zimbabwe, bird watchers
from more than 100 countries are expected to
participate in the 17th annual Great Backyard
Bird Count (GBBC), Feb.14–17.  Anyone
anywhere in the world can count birds for at
least 15 minutes on one or more days of the
count and enter their sightings at
www.BirdCount.org.

January 28, 2014
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goodies. One anonymous guest wrote, “The accommodations are so inviting and comfortable and
the breakfasts are out of this world. We actually booked the room for just one night, but ended up
staying a second night because we liked it so much.

“Susan’s breakfasts are thoughtfully prepared and absolutely delicious!”

While the inn has been in existence for almost 10 years, the bed and breakfast has only been
around for five years, Egleseer said.
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Weather Radar

Audio: How can we
better prepare for
tornadoes?
An NPR broadcast examines the
question of how communities can

better prepare for tornadoes like the one that struck
Moore, Okla. on Monday. The broadcast features
commentary from Michael Fitzgerald, who reported a
five-part disaster series for the CNHI News Service.
May 22, 2013 1 Photo

Photos: Aftermath of massive tornado in Moore

The Big One: Preparing for mid-America
earthquake

Complete Report: 
Part I: Are We Prepared? | Part II: Disaster Dollars 
Part III: Lessons Learned | Part IV: Warning Signs 
Part V: The Big One
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